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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2015-55
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Bishop
Date of Introduction: January 27, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F, RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: January 29, 2015
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 656 – Zoning Code – in Part 13 – Sign Regulations – by amending the Sports and Entertainment Complex Sign Overlay Zone to revise the definitions of “Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville Signs” and “Jacksonville Veteran’s Memorial Arena Signs” to remove references to prohibit commercial signs on the exterior of those facilities and to limit application of the overlay to  signs on the interior of the facilities. The amendment also clarifies that permission to erect signs pursuant to naming rights or sponsorship agreements applies only to the naming of an entire facility pursuant to a long-term naming rights or sponsorship agreement in excess of 5 years. The bill also amends City Charter Article 23 – Offsite Commercial Billboard Ban – to limit the exception to the ban provided for signs erected pursuant to naming rights or sponsorship agreements to the naming of an entire facility pursuant to a long-term naming rights or sponsorship agreement in excess of 5 years. The same provision regarding long-term naming rights agreements is also added to Ordinance Code Chapter 614 – Public Order and Safety in Sec. 614.142 – Unlawful Sign Messages and to Zoning Code Section 656.1309 – Unlawful Sign Messages.
Background Information: The bill is intended to prevent the erection of signs on the exteriors of public venues advertising naming sponsors who have entered into naming rights agreements for interior portions of those venues (lobbies, suites, etc.).
Policy Impact Area: Off-site sign regulation in the Sports and Entertainment Complex Sign Overlay Zone.
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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